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Prevention

Increase access and 
uptake of PrEP by key 
populations by reducing 
barriers at structural, 
provider and user level

Testing
Further develop the legal 
framework for lay 
provider combined HIV 
and STI testing

Care

Ensure that all people 
living with HIV in Belgium 
benefit of prompt access 
to the most adequate ART 
and care

Quality of life

Strengthen advocacy for 
non-discriminatory 
legislation and policies 
with regard to people 
living with HIV



Milestones reached 2022-2025

October 2022

Approval HIV Plan at the 
Interministerial Conference

•Political endorsement

•Validation priority action

•Continued role of MC

January 2023

Psychosocial care for PLWH 
reimbursed

•Conventions with HRC
•An accompanying committee meeting (RIZIV, 

HRC, Sciensano) monitors the state of affairs
•UMC for ART remains concern with local policies

September 2023

Pneumococcus vaccine 
reimbursed for 65-80y with certain 
comorbidities

October 2023

Enlarged legal frame for 
demedicalised testing approved

•KB/RD syphilis, HIV, HBV, HCV
•In collaboration with HCV Coalition

November 2023

Herpes zoster vaccination for PLWH 
reimbursed

November 2024

PrEP delivery for uninsured 
sex workers via CBOs

•Conventions with 5 CBOs

•An accompanying committee meeting 
(RIZIV, CBOs) monitors the state of 
affairs

•PrEP cost and allocated budget 
remains concern

March 2025

Re-introduction HPV 
reimbursement file by MSD 
including catch up vaccination 
till 30y and PLWH till 45y



PrEP delivery through CBOs for uninsured sex workers 

Prevention
PrEP for sex workers with 

difficult access to health care

HIV Plan action 3.4: Increase 
access and uptake of PrEP by 
key populations by reducing 

barriers at structural, provider 
and user level

Alias Espace P… Pasop Ghapro TOTAL

Sex workers covered by PrEP convention
(aimed) 75 27 34 77 213

Sex workers initiated PrEP traject
60 25 36 69 190

Sex workers
retained in PrEP traject on 30/09/2025

32 23 21 48 124

Reasons for ending PrEP traject

HIV infection (baseline) 2 0 1 0 3

Access/continue PrEP abroad 0 2 1 0 3

Continue PrEP in other sex worker CBO 0 0 3 5 8

Continue PrEP in HRC 0 0 1 4 5

Other reason 0 0 0 1 1

Unknown reason - lost to follow up 26 0 9 11 46



PrEP delivery through CBOs for uninsured sex workers 

• The power of wording: “the cheapest” 
vs “the cheapest available” in 
RIZIV/INAMI convention

• Recognition STIs as occupational
diseases - Belgisch Staatsblad travailleurs du 
sexe NL.pdf (18 AUG 2025)

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/besluit/2025/08/18/2025202462/staatsblad
https://www.fedris.be/sites/default/files/assets/NL/Newsletters/travailleurs%20du%20sexe%20NL.pdf
https://www.fedris.be/sites/default/files/assets/NL/Newsletters/travailleurs%20du%20sexe%20NL.pdf


Vaccination

• Re-introduction HPV reimbursement 
file by MSD including catch up 
vaccination till 30y and PLWH till 45y

• Awareness raising among politicians
• No news yet by Fedris as to the

reimbursement/compensation for
vaccination of sex workers

• Pneumoccocus vaccine with clinical
evidence for PLWH



Psychosocial care for uninsured PLWH

• HRC convention enlarged
o Currently >400 uninsured PLWH covered under this

convention

BUT

• Urgent Medical Care for ART remains concern

• Differences in local OCMW/CPAS policies in 
obtaining valid medical card

• The need for speed & continuity

• Administrative complexity UMC/Requisitorium

Memorandum Verkiezingen 2024 | Dokters van de Wereld

https://doktersvandewereld.be/nieuws-publicaties/memorandum-verkiezingen-2024


Mid-term 
evaluation HIV 

Plan lead to 
reset 

priorities: 
focus on 

prevention & 
testing

With a vision of proximity and accessibility, we aim to bring 
prevention and testing closer to populations affected by HIV, 
ensuring a stigma-free, non-discriminatory and diversity-sensitive
approach. In this respect, the Monitoring Committee propose to 
prioritize the following actions:

• Increasing awareness of preventive measures and addressing 
risk perception and social norms among key populations and 
the general population 

• Promoting condom use as a method for preventing STIs and 
HIV, and ensuring better accessibility, including financial 
affordability

• Enhancing access to PrEP by allowing GPs to have a 
prescribing role

• Adopting a tailored, location-based testing strategy by 
integrating HIV screening into general practices and 
emergency departments in high-prevalence areas, while 
expanding community-based services and targeted outreach









What will the 
future bring?

Further constructive developments in 
ongoing and priority actions

A new integrated Plan for 2027-2031 on 
HIV-STI-HBV-HCV



Monitoring 
Committee

PILLA R COOR DI NATORS  &  SU B

PREVENTION Thierry Martin
Sandra Van den Eynde
Stephen Barris
Christiana Nöstlinger

TESTING Dorien Vandenbossche
Jessika Deblonde
Simon Englebert
Anne-Sophie Sauvage

CARE Agnès Libois
Rémy Demeester
Marie-Angelique De Scheerder
Dominique Van Beckhoven

QUALITY OF LIFE Grâce Ntunzwenimana
Fabian Colle
Anne De Vleeschouwer
Charlotte Vandenbulcke

POSITIVE COUNCIL Axel Vanderperre



• Thank you on
behalf of the
Monitoring
Committee!

• HIV Plan Belgium 2020-2026 (hiv-plan.be)

• Questions & comments can be sent to:

• Sandra.vandeneynde@sensoa.be

• Jessika.Deblonde@sciensano.be
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