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• Newly diagnosed persons
• First-time HIV diagnosis
• No data on HIV diagnosis or care before (abroad)

• Previously diagnosed persons (pre-existing diagnoses)
• HIV diagnosis or care in another country before confirmation in Belgium

Ø Unlikely to reflect transmission in Belgium
Ø Not preventable by public health measures in Belgium

Definitions: Newly vs Previously diagnosed
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Notes: The data for HIV cases reported in 2022 from the following EU/EEA countries have been included in this figure: Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Iceland, Ireland, Norway, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Sweden.

Temporal trends in HIV diagnoses reported by 14 
EU/EEA countries, 2013–2022

Source: ECDC/WHO (2023). HIV/AIDS Surveillance in Europe 2023 (2022 data)

There was a 63.7% increase in overall 
HIV diagnoses in 2022 compared to 
2021, but when excluding previous 
positive diagnoses, the increase was 
of 14.6%.



Trends in HIV diagnoses: total - new – previous, 1980-2022

N=455

N=597

N=1052 Of all HIV 
diagnoses in 2022: 

57% New

43% Previous



New HIV diagnoses & AIDS cases per year, 1980-2022

• 597 new HIV diagnoses in 
2022

+ 14% vs 2021
- 12% vs 2019 (pre-pandemic)

• 43 AIDS cases



Number of new HIV diagnoses among MSM by nationalities 
(grouped) and overall

44%
N=248

49%



Number of new HIV diagnoses among MSM by age group



Number of HIV diagnoses among heterosexuals by 
nationalities and sex, and overall

58%

27%
39%

N=177

N=125



HIV new diagnoses (/100 000) 
per district of residence & sex, 2022



Timing of HIV diagnosis: late diagnoses

N=194

N=256



Timing of diagnosis: acute infections

Proportion of acute infections among HIV diagnoses, 2022

Number of acute infections among 
MSM 2016-2022



Persons with a diagnosis of HIV done abroad before first HIV confirmation in Belgium

v In 2022: 455

v Increasing number since around year 2000

v 92% with a foreign nationality:
v 40% European of which 100 Ukrainians
v 23% Sub-saharan Africans
v 23% Latin-Americans

v 94% with evidence of ART already initiated at confirmation in Belgium

Pre-existing HIV diagnoses in 2022



Number of patients in HIV care by year & ART coverage

Number of PWHIV in care

ART coverage



Number of PWHIV in care per age & year of HIV care



Estimates of the continuum of HIV care, 2022

• Total PWHIV 2022: 
19 230



PrEP delivery & users profiles and outcomes

Source: Pharmanet – public pharmacies
Exclusive of hospital pharmacies (3% of PrEP pills in 2022)

In 2022:

v 98% MSM

v 73% Belgians

v 27% with at least one STI
v 3% Mpox

v 7 HIV seroconversions (inconsistent
use)

v Chemsex 20%

Source: HRC



Age distribution PrEP users & new HIV diagnoses among
MSM, 2022
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STI diagnoses per population, per trimester 2018-2022
PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

Selection of 26 sentinel
microbiology laboratories
reporting consistently

COVID-19 Mpox



STI diagnoses per population, per trimester 2018-2022
PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

COVID-19 Mpox

Communicable Disease Threats
Report, ECDC, 18-24 June 2023



Age distribution per STI, 2022 - PRELIMINARY RESULTS*

* Selection of 26 laboratories



Mpox trends, 2022-23

Cumulative incidence rates per 100 000 pop.:
Flanders: 6.2
Wallonia: 2.6
Brussels: 23.6



q Sustained reduction in new diagnoses among MSM
q Less acute HIV infections diagnosed
q Sign of efficient prevention strategies

q But increase in MSM 20-29 years
q Comparative lower coverage of 20-29 by PrEP delivery
q Diversity in terms of nationalities

Ø Special attention on young MSM:
Ø Facilitate access & use of panel of prevention, including condom and PrEP
Ø Ensure early testing : differentiated testing services
Ø Sexual health education & information

Key points I



q Sub-saharan African women = Important key population

Ø Reduce barriers to early testing & sexual health talks
Ø As gateway to prevention or care

q Geographical differences: Brussels then other cities like Antwerp

Ø High prevalence setting targetting

q Gonorhoea increase
Ø Work in progress to improve the completeness of STI reporting
Ø Key prevention messages = condoms for vaginal, oral and anal sex & get 

tested for STIs if symptoms of an STI or sexual partner with an STI

Key points II



https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/infographics/ambitious-targets-and-commitments-for-2025



Thanks to the ARLs & HRCs

& Pharmanet & the annual report stakeholder 

group 

Contact: HIV_STIsurveillance@Sciensano.be

HIV reports – up to end 2022
FR: https://doi.org/10.25608/eznc-r584

NL: https://doi.org/10.25608/24dn-es90

STI reports – up to end 2021

FR: https://doi.org/10.25608/da1c-tm12

NL: https://doi.org/10.25608/rw4e-pe91
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