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Contents of the proposition

Prevention Testing Care Quality of Life

Objectives & actions

Monitoring Committee & Positive Council



Targets per pillar

PREVENTION: reducing the risk of transmission of HIV and other STIs in the general 
population and in key populations by combining the available prevention strategies and 
resources

TESTING: Improving the frequency, regularity and targeting of HIV and STI testing in 
priority target groups to increase the share of early diagnoses, improve rapid treatment 
initiation and avoid transmission

CARE: to ensure multidisciplinary high-quality care for all people living with HIV while 
guaranteeing better health and a better quality of life for all people living with HIV and 
to contribute to the fight against the HIV epidemic in Belgium

QUALITY OF LIFE: ensuring that all people living with HIV can achieve an optimal 
quality of life, including mental health and social assistance, in an environment free of 
stigma and discrimination in all aspects of their daily lives



Focus on priority actions

Prevention Increase access and uptake of PrEP
by key populations by reducing barriers at structural, provider and user 
level

Testing Further develop the legal framework for lay provider combined HIV and
STI testing

Care Ensure that all PLWH living in Belgium benefit of prompt access to the 
most adequate ART

Quality of 
life

Strengthen advocacy for non discriminatory legislation and policies with
regard to people living with HIV, particularly in the domains of access to
care, employment, insurance, and housing

Positive 
Council

Expansion to other communities : trans, sex workers, women



What was needed?

• A coordinated
approach and
response to HIV in 
Belgium

• Political validation at 
all levels, regional
and federal



Why is the recognition of a national HIV 
Plan needed?

• Provides political frame for collaboration 
and communication among involved auth
orities of public health and 
HIV field in order to optimise the response
to HIV.

• Is the essential instrument 
for Belgium to obtain the UNAIDS 
2030 goals.



Steps towards political support

13 Oct. 2021

Proposition HIV Plan introduced to IKW/GTI Prevention

23 Feb. 2022

Creation technical inter-administrative working group 
coordinated by Sciensano

• 11/05 – 8/06: consultation cycle

• 16/06: meeting of TWG and MC

29 June 2022

Reporting au IKW/GTI Prevention

• July-September: consultation of cabinets other than Public Health 
involved in operationalisation of HIV Plan



Obtained consensus

1. Devision of political responsabillities

• Consolidated excel file

2. Role Monitoring Committee

• Permanent structure for consultation follow up of HIV Plan

3. Priority status of new actions

4. Role of Inter-administrative Working Group

• Inform political actors on progress priority actions

• Insure consultation among all administrative and political levels





Steps towards political support

13 Oct. 2021

Proposition HIV Plan introduced to IKW/GTI 
Prevention

23 Feb. 2022

Creation technical inter-administrative working 
group coordinated by Sciensano

•11/05 – 8/06: consultation cycle

•16/06: meeting of TWG and MC

29 June 2022

Reporting au IKW/GTI Prevention

•July-September: consultation of cabinets other than Public 
Health involved in operationalisation of HIV Plan

17 Oct. 2022

Preparatoire

•Consensus on proposition HIV Plan

20 Oct. 2022

Presentation at the Interministerial Conference

•Gain approval for political endorsement as a policy document

•Continue role of MC

•Validate priority actions without budgetary engagement

•Insure involvement of Inter-administrative WG



Did It Work?







The road 
ahead



Current processes

1. Budget proposal introduced

• PrEP care for sex workers with difficult acces to health care services in 
Belgium

• Covering treatment and psychosocial follow up of uninsured HIV patients in 
HRC

• Roll out vaccination for HIV patients (incl. HPV vaccination)

2. Enlarging legal frame for demedicalised testing

• HCV coalition

• Preparing for KB/AR

3. Access to PrEP

• Uninsured persons OCMW/CPAS and Fedasil

• Collaboration Belgian PrEP Network

4. Quality of Life

• Proposal Penal Law art 276 no reference to HIV

• KCE 'right to be forgotten' shortlisted
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Monitoring 
Committee

PILLAR COORDINATORS & SUB

PREVENTION Thierry Martin
Sandra Van den Eynde
Charlotte Pézeril
Christiana Nöstlinger

TESTING Chris Verhofstede
Jessika Deblonde
Simon Englebert
Anne-Sophie Sauvage

CARE Agnès Libois
Rémy Demeester
Marie-Angelique De Scheerder
Dominique Van Beckhoven

QUALITY OF LIFE Grâce Ntunzwenimana
Ria Koeck
Anne De Vleeschouwer
x

POSITIVE COUNCIL Axel Vanderperre



• Thank you on
behalf of the
Monitoring
Committee!

• HIV Plan Belgium 2020-2026 (hiv-plan.be)

• Questions & comments can be sent to:

• Sandra.vandeneynde@sensoa.be

• Jessika.Deblonde@sciensano.be

https://hiv-plan.be/
mailto:Sandra.vandeneynde@sensoa.be
mailto:Jessika.Deblonde@sciensano.be

